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First performance: 
Performed by Daire Halpin and the Fidelio Trio on Friday 25th November 
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Text: Elderly Craftsman at his Bench (2013) by Thomas Kinsella.  
Used with permission. 

Elderly Craftsman at his Bench 

At my workbench, in my bent body, 
I am disturbed repeatedly by the same alien thoughts. 
The details are varied and unconnected, but distinct. 
  
I believe now they are appeals  
from serious honest efforts, like my own, 
reaching unfulfilled out of the past, 
  
and have learned in time to put my work to one side. 
to relax, and think my way  
back into the depths of their origin; 
  
appealing in my turn 
to the emptiness at their source, 
to call them back. 
                                    Tell them 
there is no peace here. 
And comfort them on their return. 
  
This restores a working calm, 
so that I can attend to my work again. 
Hoping there will be a like thoughtfulness 
for me and mine when the time comes. 
  
  



Performer notes: 

Voice: 

The below notation is used to denote a gradual move from a very still senza 
vibrato sound to a warmer vibrato. 
The first instance will be denoted: 

senza vibrato  vibrato 

And thereafter: 
senza  vib. 

Piano: 

Muted strings are shown with a ‘+’ symbol. Please apply firm pressure to the 
end of the string near the ‘end pins’ inside the piano; but not so much to 
completely dampen the sound. Sustain pedal should be used as indicated 
and the overall effect should produce a mechanical but sustained sound. 

Strings: 

All natural and artificial harmonics as written. 

Any other techniques are indicated by written instructions in the score.
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