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Programme Note

The Mérrigan

i Omen
i Prayer
iii Answer

The Morrigan, the Pagan Goddess of War, Fate, and Death, holds a commanding and
multifaceted presence within Irish mythology. She is a shapeshifter, a warrior, a queen,
and an omen of death, appearing in many forms—whether as herself or as her sisters,
Badb or Macha.

At the core of this piece lies the duality of The Morrigan. Known as The Great Queen or
Nightmare Queen, she embodies both creation and destruction; her influence over war
and sovereignty weaving these roles together. To a warrior, seeing The Mérrigan was often
an Omen of death. She would appear in stories as The Washer of the Ford, washing the
bloody clothes of the person who was to die. This appearance happened either in eerie
silence or accompanied by a loud wailing sound, called keening, likened to the well
known Irish mythological figure, the Bean Sidhe (Banshee). While often portrayed as a
harbinger of death and chaos, she is equally a force of transformation, rebirth, and
protection of the land. The Mdrrigan governs the passage between life and the afterlife,
frequently taking the form of a crow to guide fallen warriors to their eternal rest.

In researching The Mérrigan, | became fascinated by the persistence of her worship in
contemporary practice. | wondered why people today would revere such a seemingly
ruthless deity, and the answer—much like the Goddess herself—is layered and complex.
At its heart, | believe it reflects the human desire to discover and cultivate power within
oneself.

This exploration of the aspects of modern devotion to the Goddess, revealed echoes of
the theme of duality: ancient stories meeting renewed worship. This interplay inspired the
structure of the piece—the mortal seeking guidance from the divine.

An Omen. A Prayer. An Answer.

Aine Mallon (January 2025)

Contents

i Omen p.1
i Prayer p.20
iii Answer p.29

Duration 16’ 50”



Instrumentation

Uilleann Pipes set in D
With Additional Chanter in C

2 Flutes
2 Oboes
2 Clarinets in Bb
2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in Bb

Percussion

Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola
Cello
Double Bass

Percussion List

Timpani (incl. superball mallet)
Bass Drum
Wood Block
Tubular Bell (D)

The Mdrrigan was commissioned by the Irish Chamber Orchestra. It was premiered at the
Whyte Recital Hall, Royal Irish Academy of Music, Dublin on 13th March 2025.

Conducted by Thomas Zehetmair.

Uilleann Pipe Soloist, Mick O’Brien.
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Composed for the Irish Chamber Orchestra and Uilleann Pipe Soloist, Mick O'Brien
Conducted by Thomas Zehetmair

The Morrigan
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Shape Shifter
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